Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TAIPEI 700975 I51018Z 
43 

ACTION EA- 14 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 EB-11 COME-00 TRSE-00 OMB-01 DLOS-06 

CG-00 ACDA-I9 10-14 COA-02 INT-08 AGR-20 AEC-II 

DOTE-00 EMC-04 JUSE-00 SCI-06 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-07 

H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 

SPC-03 SS-20 USIA-15 SAM-01 DRC-01 /196W 

042324 

R 150934Z EEB 74 
PM AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0953 
INEO AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
USLO PEKING 
CINCPAC 

CONPIDENTIAL TAIPEI 0975 
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SUBJECT: ROC RESTATES EAST CHINA SEA CONTINENTAL SHELL CLAIM 
REF: A. TAIPEI 0974; B. TAIPEI 0717 

1 . ACCORDING MOFA TREATY DEPT DIRECTOR JUEI CHUNG-HCUN, 
MOFA CONSIDERS STATEMENT (REP A) MINIMUM REQUIRED 
RESPONSE TO ROK- JAPAN EXPLORATION TREATY AND STATEMENTS 
WHICH POLLOWED IT. HE NOTED KOREA AND JAPAN NOTE 
NAMED IN ORDER TO AVOID HEATING UP ISSUE AND, IN CASE 
OP JAPAN, TO AVOID ANY INPERENCE THAT IT MIGHT HAVE 
LEGITIMATE CLAIM TO DISPUTED AREA LYING IN ROC 
EXPLORATION ZONES IV AND V. KUEI ALSO NOTED THAT 
NEITHER STATEMENT NOR ITS TIMING WAS RELATED TO GRC 
HANDLING OP PARACELS-SPRATLEY DISPUTE. 
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2. KUEI NOTED THAT FONMIN SHEN, WHEN DELIVERING 
STATEMENT TO KOREAN AMBASSADOR KIM KAE-WON, TOOK 
POSITION THAT CONSULTATION WHICH GRC AND ROKG 
"AGREED UPON" IN lANUARY 1971 SHOULD BE UNDERTAKEN 
TO RESOLVE CONFLICTING CLAIMS. KUEI COMMENTED THAT 
DESPITE ROC DESIRE TO AVOID PROVOKING VERBAL CONFLICT 
IN DISPUTED AREA, KOREA HAD "ACTED ENTIRELY ON ITS 
OWN" WITHOUT CONSULTING ROC ON THIS ISSUE FOR PAST 
THREE YEARS. KUETS COMMENT, ROK- JAPAN TREATY, AND 
SUBSEQUENT RESTATEMENT OF KOREAN WILLINGNESS 
TO DISCUSS CONFLICTING CONTINENTAL SHELF CLAIMS WITH 
PRC, ALL UNDERSCORE COOLNESS IN RECENT ROC-ROK 
RELATIONS. 
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